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Rich stew of diversity feeds our imagination

By A I8 Colgman

[he 3006 Lignzkaou lidernaticl
Fltography Fostival (LIPF ) has
shovovn thist  public celehratbion
al creative phofography, past and
present, can succeed m China.
jusl ns it has succeeded all ower the
l.'.-:l|'||,|

This second adition ol the LIPF
combinues the themne established
forr st yosar s imsmgiaral sosson,
“Betwoen the Observer and the -
served ” Tirected by Duan Yuding,
warrkimg itk 2 small but aerzenc
stall the festival premared in Ma-
vembser 2003

It brings ogethar vaorks by 2 max
al Chimese phodographers and their
coniibter parts from other gountrics
163 participarts altogather. 117
Chirese and 46 from overseas

Thia resuliz in a rich stew of
immgery — 79 exhibilzons with
more than X200 pictures — that

enrely enbaness the cultural lif
of Lamzhow, a amall tom near
Shenzhen in Guangdong Provines:
Liamzhoa serves as 4 destination
ity for gultural touram bt
n completely madern megalopolis
like Sheneben and the sl
toyns and raral areas of the
coumiry

Tl plegtiaon this vear placed
heavy emphasiz on documaentary
aned photajournelistic projects
from China and alsswherns,
including images from the “cal-
tursl revalation™ (196670 by
Wang MNaigiang ansd confempo-
rary graup portrans i the classic
tradition by Li Man,

Heweiver, mors |;'1p-\.'r|1||-\.1|1:||
presavations of ~perscnal” decus
niesrtary, sich as Clivier Pin-Fat's
hiellish, diarisie visons of Bunma,
Thailard, and 5ri Lankna, Philip
Elenkinsop's painfil images af
Thailard and Mapal, ond Steven
Feegsngn s “Red, White, apd Blue

in Black & Wihite" balapeead o
ol

Meanwhile, such works in odher
frarns sueh as Mliso Niaochun's
digntal reworking of Michslmgea,
“The Last Judgneent in Cyher-
apacs” and extracts froi Cii
Kinwen's digital “Angel” series, all
reflecied the diversity of condem-
parary photegraphic praciics both
m=de mnd cutside China

This vear's Awards Committee
silegted thres Chiness photog-
raphers, ane Chiness curator,

a Chinzse mrehifect, and d1wa
forcign photographers for recog-
mitiom at a puhlic coremony on
Dizcember 10,

Armong the Chiness photog-
raphers, Meng Minsheng wan
iles First prize, Mo Yi took the
sgcomd prize for lis imstallation
“The Scenery | Inhahit,” a rooms
full af iniriguing seis of bypo-
logical images comparing sach
evervday features of the urban

Chineee cnviremment 4 quilis
airing culdoors, aparimeni-
huilding entrances, mnd profeo-
five terrace prille waike,

Thi onr sties cliosen for the
festival's exhibitions — the oitys
Culrure Centre plius res unised
tormer mdustrial spaces (tha Shoa
Factory, the Granary, and the
Camdy Fagtory) — all lie witlin
awsy mulkimp distance of aach atber
and o the Lianghou International
Harted whire most viaiing dignitar-
1os were hoased.

The festival closes teday and the
LIFF will pukblish a full catabozns
al the 2006 adition in March of
2007, prowiding & perinanenn irace
aof thes event.

Far more infoemation abaut the
Lianehou Interiaticam] Fhosog-
raphy Festival, vial the websats sl
wivwlipfien
Thouthonsapholromphorbe hisonan,
st aeaorandShenohen
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“ldentities: China™ kv Li Man




