






"Letters: Capa controversy" 

… Hughes … objects to my acceptance of the story of Capa's D-Day negatives having been ruined or 
damaged during processing in London. He bases his argument largely on the analysis of the grain structure 
in the reproductions in the Capa photograph book. Although Hughes is undoubtedly more of an expert on 
the technical side of photography than I am, it strikes me as rather risky to base such subtle technical 
judgments on photomechanical reproductions of prints made from copy negatives (the latter made long ago 
because the original 35mm negatives were too damaged to print from repeatedly). 

Richard Whelan, New York, N.Y. 

[Hughes replies:] … My objection is to Whelan's acceptance of the oft-told tale that the D-Day negatives' 
emulsions had melted and run during drying, causing blurred pictures. My conclusion, that the blurring was 
caused by camera shake, had been reached long before the publication of Whelan's book, and was based on 
personal examination of prints, not on his book's reproduction. 

Jim Hughes 
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