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Live crocodile
on sale in street

A bus driver who got into a 
row with a truck driver after a 
vehicle collision in Longgang 
District was run over and killed 
by the truck

Companies that are caught 
using bank loans for illicit 
investment in shares and prop-
erty will be named and shamed, 
and the executives responsible 
punished

A seafood shop Mountain 
Delicacies in Fuyong, Bao’an 
District, was found selling a live 
crocodile Wednesday

Helen Deng

HOUSE sales have plummeted 
as Shenzheners refuse to buy 
homes as property prices 
rocket and fi nancial tightening 
policies look imminent, indus-
try insiders said Thursday.

One of the city’s largest 
real-estate agencies saw a 50- 
percent decline in sales last 
month indicating the fi rst 

fall in transactions and prices 
since the start of the year.

Centaline China, which has 
the biggest market share in 
the city, saw its deals down 
by half last month, although 
the number of potential sellers 
increased by 20 percent.

Another major agency Shi 
Hua Real Estate Agency said 
it signed at least 30 percent 
fewer deals than in June. 

“People are waiting to see the 
effects of the new tax rule,” 
said Xiao Xiaoping, a senior 
analyst with Shi Hua.

The city government will 
soon implement a new tax rule 
that will make it impossible 
for home sellers to evade the 
personal income tax imposed 
on sales, which amounts to 20 
percent of the profi t.

Meanwhile, banks are tight-

ening rules on loans to home 
buyers. 

Some banks now only lend 
60 percent of the housing price 
to home buyers, compared with 
70-80 percent in the past, said 
Zhang Wei, a senior analyst 
with Centaline. 

“This is a heavy blow on 
speculators,” he said.

As a result, house prices 
have also dropped slightly.

City’s housing transactions slump in July
Vehicles are scattered along the broken remains of the Interstate 35W bridge, which stretches between Minneapolis and St. Paul in the United States, after it 
collapsed into the Mississippi River during evening rush hour Wednesday. SD-Agencies

U.S. divers resumed sifting the 
mangled wreckage Thursday 
of a highway bridge that col-
lapsed in rush hour plunging 
vehicles into the Mississippi 
River.

Offi cials put the latest toll at 
seven. Some local media said at 
least nine people were killed in 
the wreck, while other reports 
early Thursday cited police 
revising the toll down to four.

“There’s no question the 
fatality number will go up,” 

Minnesota Governor Tim 
Pawlenty told NBC, as recov-
ery workers at the site of 
the wreckage resumed their 
search in daylight.

“We know there are a number 
of cars in the water we haven’t 
been able to get to and they’ve 
been there submerged since 
last evening ... so the fatality 
number is likely to go up.”

Offi cials said 20 to 30 people 
were still reported missing 
after the search was halted 

for the night at 1 a.m. and 
recovery teams could see at 
least 50 vehicles submerged, 
television reports said.

Dozens of vehicles fell into 
the river or were crushed as 
massive sections of the eight-
lane bridge on a major high-
way, rising 64 feet (20 meters) 
over the water, were sheared 
off during Wednesday evening 
rush hour in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota.

“The bridge started falling, 

cars were fl ying everywhere 
and I saw the water coming 
up,” said Catherine Yankelev-
ich, who was driving across the 
bridge when it collapsed.

Her car ended up in the 
water but she managed to roll 
down her window and swim to 
safety.

A school bus loaded with 60 
children from a church group 
could be seen on the bridge but 
did not fall into the river as it 
collapsed.  (Continued on Page 4)

Mississippi bridge collapses
At least 50 vehicles plunge into river; death toll set to rise
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Life Story

A BUS driver who got into a 
row with a truck driver after 
a collision between their two 
vehicles in Longgang District 
was run over by the truck and 
died Wednesday morning, 
Chinese-language newspapers 
reported Thursday.

The truck driver who fl ed 
the scene was caught by traf-
fi c police two hours later, and 
is being detained for further 
investigation, the Daily Sun-
shine said. 

Police did not disclose 
the identity of either driver, 
but the Shenzhen Economic 
Daily said the bus driver was 
surnamed Liu, and the truck 
driver, in his 30s, works for a 
logistics company.

A No. 955 bus was hit from 
behind by the truck, breaking 
its rear mirror, on Bulong road 
near Lihu housing estate in 
Buji Subdistrict during the 
morning rush hour Wednes-
day. Liu got out of the vehicle 
to ask for compensation from 
the truck driver, who refused 
and drove on, the reports 
said.

Liu then ran 100 meters 
to catch up with the truck, 
and climbed up to the truck 
door, the reports said. The 
two drivers got into a row 1. Foreign undercover shoppers 

to tip off on fake goods
2. More people, vehicles using 
new checkpoint
3. Hospital sued over killer 
patient
4. Tall or short salary sparks 
controversy
5. 69 miners rescued after 3 
days
6. Woman on trial for tax eva-
sion
7. Cleared civil servant still 
jobless
8. Economy on verge of over-
heating
9. Two go on trial for murdering 
Hong Kong tycoon
10. Global warming blamed for 
extremes

Bus driver killed in traffi c dispute
when Liu’s request for 
compensation was refused.

The truck driver suddenly 
pushed open the door trying 
to knock Liu off the truck, the 
Daily Sunshine said. But Liu 
grabbed hold of the truck’s 
mirror before he lost his bal-

ance, the newspaper quoted 
a witness surnamed Wang as 
saying.

Wang said the truck driver 
then started the engine, 
trying to throw Liu off the 
truck. Other people who saw 
the scene were shocked and 

shouted to the truck driver 
that it was dangerous. But 
the truck driver did not listen, 
ignoring the safety of the bus 
driver, and accelerated.

Liu fell off the truck and 
was fatally run over by the 
vehicle.  (Wei Jie)  

A LONGHUA hospital which 
has been taken to court after 
one of its patients killed a 
garage worker has denied any 
responsibility for the incident, 
the Southern Metropolis Daily 
said Thursday.

A garage worker surnamed 
Zhu died Tuesday afternoon 
after he was hit several times 
in the head with a sharp steel 
instrument by a patient, Wei, 
who was said to have escaped 
from the Longhua branch of 
Shenzhen People’s Hospital 
where he was being treated, 
earlier media reports said.

The patient, believed to be 
suffering from mental illness, 
was detained by police after 
killing Zhu, 32.

Zhu’s uncle, upset by the 
death of his nephew, accused the 
hospital of dereliction of duty.

But the hospital denied the 
accusation Wednesday, argu-
ing that the patient was being 
treated for injuries to his arms 
and neck at the hospital before 
he left and killed Zhu.

A spokesman for the hos-
pital surnamed Xu said: “Wei 
had not checked in to the hos-
pital, and therefore the hospi-

tal bears no responsibility for 
his behavior.”

He said the hospital’s emer-
gency room had treated wounds 
on Wei’s wrists and neck after 
he was found lying on the 
ground near Longhua Bus Sta-
tion with multiple injuries.

Wei, 32, stopped the doctor 
from treating him and left 
the emergency room and the 
hospital, Xu said. 

Tests are now being carried 
out to establish Wei’s mental 
condition, and the result will 
be known in a month’s time, 
the Daily said.  (Wei Jie) 

Hospital denies responsibility for death
A bus driver, who was run over by a truck, lies on the ground while traffi c police record the incident in Buji, Longgang 
District on Wednesday.  Cheng Jiang

A. D. Coleman

A DEEP massage based on 
traditional Chinese medicine 
(TCM) is the specialty of Tang 
Sanliang at the Yitian Com-
munity Family Health Center 
Clinic on Yitiancun housing 
estate in Futian.

For this form of massage 
the masseur needs strength, 
because an hour of it consti-
tutes a real physical effort. As 
it happens, Tang is a fairly big 
man — 180 cm tall, 95 kg in 
weight, with large hands.

Tang, 40, comes from Mudan-
jiang, Heilongjiang Province. 
He received his bachelor’s 
degree from Heilongjiang Pro-
vincial Traditional Chinese 
Medicine University, special-
izing in massage therapy. In 
1987, he began working pro-
fessionally after graduation. 
He arrived in Shenzhen in 2005 
and joined the clinic. His wife, a 
factory worker, and 17-year-old 
son who is still at school, live in 
Mudanjiang; he returns home 
for a month each year to spend 
the Chinese New Year holiday 
with them.

He considers that the lack 
of upward mobility within the 
profession a minor regret. But 
it has enabled him to provide 
direct assistance to thousands of 
people. “This is helping people,” 
he says. “I’m happy to do it.” 

A deep 
massage in 
Shenzhen

HUNDREDS of students are 
thought to have found a way 
of getting round new restric-
tions to prevent them becom-
ing addicted to online games 
by buying false ID numbers, 
the Shenzhen Evening News 
reported Wednesday.

The new system — intro-
duced last month — is supposed 
to restrict under-18s from play-
ing longer than three hours at a 
time by cutting the benefi ts they 
gain when the time is up.

While online gamers are 
required to register with real 
names and ID numbers to indi-
cate if they are younger than 
18, the newspaper said that 
many adults’ ID card numbers 
were being sold to children for 
as little as 10 yuan (US$1.25) 
per number.

“Information such as names 
and ID numbers are being sold 
to online game players for 10 
to 30 yuan,” the newspaper 

quoted a man selling ID num-
bers online as saying.

The man, speaking on ano-
nymity, told the newspaper 
that he can provide hundreds 
of valid ID numbers for regis-
tration, and a discount is avail-
able for large orders.

“Most of these ID cards come 
from migrant workers, who are 
unlikely to play online games,” 
said the man.

Some Internet cafes also 
offer free ID card numbers 
to young players who buy a 
monthly pass at the cafes.

An investigation by the 
News found that almost all 
the young players in fi ve 
Internet cafes along Nanshan 
Thoroughfare were using ID 
numbers they had purchased.

Liu Yang, a student playing at 
an unidentifi ed cyber cafe in Nan-
shan, said he had played for more 
than six hours after he registered 
with a purchased ID number.

Online gamers evade anti-addiction system with false ID
He said many of his classmates 

had also bought ID cards.
National watchdogs which 

introduced the system, includ-
ing the general administration of 
press and publication, have not 
yet commented on the issue.

China introduced the anti-
online game addiction system 
July 16.

For most games this means 
lower awards of “experience 
points” to fantasy characters 
and reducing the value of virtual 

goods such as magic weapons 
that they acquire.  (Tan Xiaomi)  
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